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Congress Against Our Justice System To Defend
Former President Trump From His Criminal
Indictments, and Appease the MAGA Base, At All
Costs

Yesterday, Donald Trump became the first former president to be indicted three
times, breaking his previous record of two indictments. Trump’s alleged crimes are
extensive and well-documented, and ultimately he will face juries to decide his
innocence or guilt.

MAGA Republicans like James Comer and Jim Jordan have spent months attacking
the law enforcement officials bringing charges against Donald Trump, threatening to
haul them in front of Congress, holding politically motivated hearings targeting them
for unrelated issues, and harassing them on right-wing media. It’s not their job to
protect Donald Trump — but instead of addressing issues that matter to the American
people, they are attacking those working to bring Donald Trump to justice.

Indictment #3: Multiple Conspiracy Charges (Federal)

Since the moment Donald Trump announced he received a target letter for the Special
Counsel’s investigation into the January 6th insurrection, House Republican leaders
have worked directly with Donald Trump to weaponize Congress in his defense. In a
call directly after the announcement of the target letter with top GOP leaders,
including Jim Jordan who helped organize the January 6th failed coup attempt,
Trump discussed how Congress could be used to thwart the DOJ investigation into his
crimes. In the hours after the grand jury indicted Donald Trump in connection with
several crimes related to his attempt to overturn the 2020 election, Republicans
rushed to his defense, calling the indictment a distraction from their investigation of
Hunter Biden and attacking the Department of Justice.

Top House Republicans Rushed To Defend Trump And Attack The Department Of
Justice In The Hours After The Indictment.

e Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy tweeted that the indictment was a
conspiracy to distract from the Oversight Committee’s interview with one of Hunter
Biden’s former business associates and strong polling for Donald Trump. “Everyone in



https://www.huffpost.com/entry/republicans-trump-jan-6-indictment-attempt-to-distract-from-hunter-biden_n_64c98d35e4b03ad2b89b7435?5g
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America could see what was going to come next: DOJ’s attempt to distract from the
news and attack the frontrunner for the Republican nomination, President Trump,”
McCarthy said. “House Republicans will continue to uncover the truth about Biden Inc.
and the two-tiered system of justice.”

e Oversight Committee Chair James Comer rushed to Fox News in the hours after
the indictment on August 1 to claim that Jack Smith was engaged in an effort to distract
from his committee’s investigation of Hunter Biden. “I think the American people see
what’s going on, whether or not this is a weaponized Department of Justice trying to
divert attention away from Biden corruption or whether they're trying to take out their
top political opponent in the upcoming election, the American people see through this,”
Comer said. Meanwhile, Oversight Committee member Marjorie Taylor Greene detailed
her plans to defund Smith’s office and impeach Attorney General Garland on social
media on Tuesday night.

e Judiciary Chair Jim Jordan whose interactions with Trump during his attempt to
overturn the 2020 election are well documented posted on social media within hours of
the indictment that “President Trump did nothing wrong!” and that the indictment
represented nothing but “the swamp” fighting back.

e House GOP Conference Chair Elise Stefanik reportedly spoke by phone with
Trump to strategize ways to rally House Republicans around the former President in the
wake of his January 6 indictment.

Top House Republicans Have Been In Close Contact With Trump As His January 6
Indictment Proceeds. In early July 2023, former President Trump received a target letter
from the DOJ as part of special counsel Jack Smith’s investigation into the January 6
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. Shortly after Trump announced the target letter on social
media, House GOP Conference Chair Elise Stefanik (R-NY) spoke with the former president.
Jim Jordan even asked Smith for a memo and other documents “describing, listing, or
delineating the authority and jurisdiction of the special counsel.” According to CNN reporting,
Stefanik was once again in contact with Trump to strategize his defense on August 1 when the
indictment was handed down and the Trump campaign distributed talking points to House
Republicans to ensure that they stay on message in defense of the former president.

Top House Republicans Were Deeply Involved In Trump’s Efforts to Overturn the
2020 Election. Top members of the MAGA subcommittee are election deniers and
insurrection sympathizers. 9 out of the 12 Republican subcommittee members voted not to
certify the 2020 election results and several were deeply involved in Trump’s efforts to overturn
the election:


https://www.huffpost.com/entry/republicans-trump-jan-6-indictment-attempt-to-distract-from-hunter-biden_n_64c98d35e4b03ad2b89b7435?5g
https://twitter.com/RepMTG/status/1686515245223653376
https://www.axios.com/2023/08/02/trump-indictment-lawmakers-jan-6-phone-calls
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/08/01/lawmakers-respond-to-latest-trump-indictment-00109294
https://twitter.com/alaynatreene/status/1686511649727959040
https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/4114706-schiff-trump-jan-6-target-letter-the-most-serious-thing-hes-faced/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c5078433/rep-stefanik-confirms-spoke-fmr-pres-trump-receiving-target-letter
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/jim-jordan-justice-department-memo-special-counsel-jack-smith-trump-investigations/
https://twitter.com/alaynatreene/status/1686511649727959040
https://twitter.com/haleytalbotcnn/status/1686497527401426945
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The GOP House Judiciary Committee Is Packed with Trump’s Most Fervent
Confidants — Starting with Chair Jim Jordan. Judiciary Committee Chair Jim
Jordan is one of the most far-right MAGA loyalists in the House. The Ohio-based
Representative was a key figure in the criminal conspiracy to overturn the results of the
2020 election and worked closely with the Trump administration to shield them from
accountability. Time and time again, Jordan voted to protect Trump and his family from
Congressional oversight. He is a conspiratorial, fringe Republican following Trump’s
playbook in an effort to distract from the real issues Americans are facing across the
country.

MAGA Republicans Dominate the House Judiciary Committee. The House
GOP has already placed a slate of overwhelmingly pro-Trump, MAGA Republicans on
the House Judiciary committee, with Jim Jordan leading the pack. Members of the
Freedom Caucus hold more power than ever on Jordan’s Judiciary Committee. As a
leading member of the Freedom Caucus, Chair Jordan has recruited some of the most
extreme and controversial Republican lawmakers on Capitol Hill, many of whom openly
pursue unproven conspiracy theories. All but three of the 26 Republicans assigned to the
House Judiciary committee are vocal election deniers, and 74% of incumbents on the
committee voted against certifying the 2020 election results. Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-FL) and
Rep. Andy Biggs (R-AZ) both asked for a presidential pardon after January 6.

Key House Oversight Committee Members Failed to Condemn The January
6 Attacks & MAGA Republicans Dominate the House Oversight Committee.
The House GOP has already placed a slate of overwhelmingly pro-Trump, MAGA
Republicans on the House Oversight committee, with James Comer leading the pack.
Members of the far-right Freedom Caucus hold 38% of the GOP seats on the Oversight
Committee, despite representing less than 25% of House Republicans. All but four of the
26 Republicans assigned to the House Oversight committee are vocal election deniers,
and 80% of incumbent Republicans on the committee (16) voted against certifying the
2020 election results. At least five of the members could be described as key figures in
the January 6 plot including Rep. Scott Perry (R-PA), who is under investigation by the
FBI for his deep involvement. Extremists like Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA), Lauren
Boebert (R-CO), and Paul Gosar (R-AZ)—who have shared QAnon conspiracy theories
and spoken at white nationalist conferences—are now part of the committee. Andy Biggs,
Scott Perry, and Marjorie Taylor Greene all asked for a presidential pardon after January
6th.

Rep. Elise Stefanik led the Republican pushback on the January 6 committee hearings,
which she called an unfair attempt to “target patriotic Trump supporters across the
country” and a “partisan witch hunt.”


https://www.grid.news/story/politics/2022/10/06/denver-riggleman-on-the-role-of-the-freedom-caucus-in-a-gop-majority-when-disinformation-becomes-policy/
https://www.justsecurity.org/77852/timeline-rep-jim-jordan-a-systematic-disinformation-campaign-and-january-6/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/04/politics/jim-jordan-trump-january-6/index.html?utm_source=twcnnbrk&utm_medium=social&utm_term=link&utm_content=2022-02-04T19%3A09%3A49
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/07/25/white-house-private-communications-subpoena-1435114
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/07/25/white-house-private-communications-subpoena-1435114
https://www.businessinsider.com/gop-hard-right-rewarded-after-mccarthy-stance-boebert-plum-role-2023-1
https://www.cleveland.com/open/2021/02/ohios-jim-jordan-endorsed-qanon-linked-rep-marjorie-taylor-greene-and-continues-to-defend-her.html
https://www.grid.news/story/politics/2022/10/06/denver-riggleman-on-the-role-of-the-freedom-caucus-in-a-gop-majority-when-disinformation-becomes-policy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/interactive/2022/election-deniers-running-for-office-elections-2022/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/07/us/elections/electoral-college-biden-objectors.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/jan-6-panel-names-republican-lawmakers-sought-pardons-trump-rcna35090
https://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/house-freedom-caucus-moved-fringe-center-stage-rcna66480
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/interactive/2022/election-deniers-running-for-office-elections-2022/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/07/us/elections/electoral-college-biden-objectors.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/gop-lawmakers-were-intimately-involved-in-jan-6-protest-planning-new-report-shows
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/greene-qanon-house-trump-republicans/2021/01/30/321b4258-623c-11eb-ac8f-4ae05557196e_story.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/595980-marjorie-taylor-greene-defends-attendance-at-white-nationalist-conference-the/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/jan-6-panel-names-republican-lawmakers-sought-pardons-trump-rcna35090
https://www.wwnytv.com/2022/06/08/stefanik-leads-republican-pushback-january-6-committee/
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Indictment #2: Espionage Act & Obstruction Charges (Federal)

Republicans threatened to defund the Department of Justice as a retaliation against
the investigation into Donald Trump taking classified documents to his Florida home,
and many have introduced legislation along those same lines. They also scheduled a
press conference to spread January 6 conspiracy theories during Trump’s arrest
hearing as a distraction.

Republicans Claim They Are Working To “Investigate The Investigators” By
Probing The Special Counsel Overseeing Trump’s Case. Shortly after Trump’s
indictment, Jordan sent a letter to Attorney General Merrick Garland demanding sensitive
information about the prosecution, including a sensitive memo detailing special counsel Jack
Smith’s appointment months ago. Days later, Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-FL) sent another letter to
Garland demanding the public release of a full list of the special counsel’s staff, including “phone
lists, or similar records.”

Far-Right House Republicans Hosted A Press Conference About January 6 During
Trump’s Arrest Hearing, Decrying The DOJ. At the exact same time as Trump’s
scheduled federal arraignment and arrest on 40 felony counts, a group of far-right House
Republicans including Matt Gaetz (R-FL), Paul Gosar (R-AZ), Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA),
Ralph Norman (R-VA) hosted a press conference described as a “field hearing” at the Capitol
attacking the DOJ for prosecuting January 6 defendants.

e Numerous MAGA Republicans Who Led The Press Conference Were
Election Deniers Who Played A Key Role In Efforts To Undermine The 2020
Election. Many House Republicans have been calling the indictment a form of “election
interference” — even though the very same Republicans leading this press conference
were key in efforts to undermine the 2020 election: “the December 21 meeting was part
of an effort to "disseminate his false claims and to encourage members of the public to
fight the outcome on January 6." [...] Six of the attendees of the December 21, 2020,
meeting — Biggs, Brooks, Gaetz, Gohmert, Greene, and Perry — sought pardons [from
Trump in the final days of his administration].”

e The MAGA “Hearing” Featured Jeff Clark, Who Schemed With Trump To
Overturn The 2020 Election. The MAGA press conference featured Jeff Clark, an
extreme election-denying witness who schemed with Trump to encourage state
legislatures to overturn the 2020 election results. Last year, federal law enforcement
authorities searched Clark's home and seized his electronic devices as part of a criminal
investigation into possible violations of laws related to false statements, conspiracy and
obstruction of justice.



https://thehill.com/homenews/house/4036620-jim-jordan-seeks-memo-on-smith-appointment-as-mar-a-lago-probe-winds-down/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/gaetz-grills-doj-trump-prosecutors-donations-biden-alleged-misconduct
https://int.nyt.com/data/documenttools/trump-indictment-document/967835b8a14a6b03/full.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20230727235642/https://www.cnbc.com/2023/07/27/third-defendant-added-to-trump-classified-documents-case.html
https://gaetz.house.gov/media/press-releases/media-advisory-tomorrow-rep-matt-gaetz-leads-republican-coalition-dc-field
https://twitter.com/EliseStefanik/status/1666964402652823552
https://twitter.com/RepMaryMiller/status/1666962390959943680
https://www.businessinsider.com/house-republicans-white-house-meeting-december-21-2020-election-2022-7
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/politics/well-call-you-when-theres-an-oil-spill-clark-was-told/2022/06/23/10a9dabf-6747-48e8-a893-4d32900a8419_video.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/jeffrey-clark-justice-department-trump-overturn-2020-election-january-6-select-committee/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/jeffrey-clark-home-searched-donald-trump-house-january-6-committee/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/jeffrey-clark-search-justice-department-conspiracy-obstruction-dc-bar/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/jeffrey-clark-search-justice-department-conspiracy-obstruction-dc-bar/
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June 2023: Ahead of the Indictment, Jim Jordan Directed Staff To Work On
Restricting Funds For The DOJ and FBI. According to the Wall Street Journal, Jordan
“directed his staff to work with the Appropriations Committee on riders to restrict funds for the
Justice Department and the FBI, efforts that were under way even before the indictment,
according to a person familiar with the matter.” [Wall Street Journal, 6/14/23]

Top Republicans Have Sought to Defund The Department of Justice In Retaliation
For Trump’s Second Indictment:

e Speaker Kevin McCarthy Expressed Support For Eliminating Funding For A
New FBI Headquarters In Retaliation For Trump’s Indictment. After Trump’s
indictment, McCarthy signaled support for using the appropriations process to eliminate
funding for the FBI's new headquarters: “I don’t think that’s the best use of money. I
don't think one centrally located huge FBI should be the best place.” McCarthy also
tweeted, “The FBI shouldn't be asking for a new $4 billion palace in the DC Metro area
when they aren't even focused on their core missions, like cracking down on financial
crime and human trafficking.”

e Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA) Introduced Legislation To Defund DOJ
Special Counsel Jack Smith In Retaliation For Trump’s Indictment: "This
morning, I'm writing an appropriations rider to DEFUND Special Counsel Jack Smith’s
office and entire investigation. I will not vote for ANY appropriations bill to fund the
weaponization of government. I hope every one of my Republican colleagues will join

me.” [Twitter, 6/12/23]

¢ Anna Paulina Luna (R-FL) Proposed Eliminating The Position Of FBI
Director In Retaliation for Trump’s Indictment. “But what we can do as Congress
is we can officially defund the [FBI] Director’s position and that’s something that we’re
also looking at doing via the Holman rule...that means we’ve effectively eliminated his
salary and thus his position.” [Fox News, 6/14/23, VIDEO]

e Tim Burchett (R-TN) Proposed Defunding the Department of Justice In
Retaliation for Trump’s Indictment. “We need to bring them down before the
committee and if not they need to- at some point we need to talk about cutting their
funding...this group is out of control, they’re rogue.” [Newsmax, 6/12/23, VIDEQO]

e Andy Biggs (R-AZ) Tweeted “Defund And Dismantle The DOJ” After Trump’s
Indictment. “We ought to defund and dismantle the DOJ. I stand with President
Trump. [Twitter, 6/8/23]


https://www.wsj.com/articles/trump-allies-take-out-anger-on-fbi-headquarters-project-6aa91cd3?mod=Searchresults_pos1&page=2
https://www.axios.com/2023/06/14/trump-indictment-house-republicans-defund-fbi
https://twitter.com/mkraju/status/1668345473541759012
https://twitter.com/mkraju/status/1668345473541759012
https://twitter.com/SpeakerMcCarthy/status/1669036091729428481
https://twitter.com/RepMTG/status/1668294795100401677
https://twitter.com/RonFilipkowski/status/1669051796994641920
https://twitter.com/atrupar/status/1668261588946542595
https://twitter.com/RepAndyBiggsAZ/status/1666964469786767364
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e Matt Gaetz (R-FL) Introduces Bill To Block Federal Funding For A DOJ
Special Prosecutor. “Rep. Gaetz’s [sic] announces introduction of bill [sic] to block
federal funds authorized or appropriated by federal law or any funds in any trust fund of
the federal government from being used for Special Counsel Jack Smith’s office and
investigation. Gaetz is is [sic] alleging that Smith is interfering in an election. He also
complains Smith's office has failed to answer correspondence to produce certain

documents.” [Twitter, 7/19/23]
Indictment #1: Felony Tax Charges (New York)

MAGA Republicans wasted no time in calling for investigations into the Manhattan
district attorney after Trump’s first indictment in March, setting a precedent for what
was to come for the rest of the year. They shamelessly cried foul while pushing their
own, actually baseless investigations into President Joe Biden as retaliation.

House Republicans Intervened In Trump’s First Indictment In Manhattan Just A
Few Months Ago. MAGA Republicans are only continuing a pattern of defending Trump at all
costs against legitimate investigations. In late March 2023, former President Trump was
indicted on felony tax charges by the Manhattan district attorney. Shortly after, Jim Jordan sent
two letters demanding information about the charges and later held a partisan stunt field
hearing attacking the prosecutor. Meanwhile, other Republicans pushed for a full investigation
of the Manhattan district attorney’s office while Rep. Andy Biggs (R-AZ) introduced legislation
prohibiting state and local law enforcement agencies from using certain federal funds or
property seized through asset forfeiture to investigate Presidential or Vice Presidential
candidates.

After His Manhattan Indictment, Trump “Frequently Chat[ted]” with Top House
Republicans Like Jim Jordan (R-OH) and Elise Stefanik (R-NY). “Trump, now facing
criminal charges in New York, frequently chats by phone with supporters such as House
Judiciary chair Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) and GOP Conference chair Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.) to
discuss Republicans' probes into Biden and Manhattan DA Alvin Bragg. Jordan and Stefanik —
also members of the Judiciary's panel that targets what it calls the ‘weaponization’ of law
enforcement against conservatives — are particularly key players in Trump's orbit. They wield
significant influence on panels that have tried—so far unsuccessfully—to get documents and
testimony from Bragg's probe into alleged hush money payments Trump made to porn star
Stormy Daniels. The big picture: Trump has been able to maintain a grip on much of the GOP
base even as he's faced criminal investigations in New York and Georgia, and by the Justice
Department. 9 of the 25 Republicans on the House Judiciary Committee support him. 11 of the
26 Republicans on House Oversight do as well.” [Axios, 4/1/23]


https://twitter.com/HouseInSession/status/1681681196969869312
http://judiciary.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-judiciary.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2023-03-20-jdj-bs-jc-to-bragg-re-trump-investigation.pdf
http://judiciary.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-judiciary.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2023-03-25-jdj-bs-jc-to-bragg-re-subpoena-and-response.pdf
https://congressionalintegrity.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61ae155447b13dc8489436c7a&id=976b9e7855&e=692cfcba8a
https://congressionalintegrity.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61ae155447b13dc8489436c7a&id=976b9e7855&e=692cfcba8a
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2023/04/13/rep-andy-biggs-bill-would-block-new-york-prosecution-of-trump/70111770007/
https://www.axios.com/2023/04/01/under-fire-trump-builds-wall-in-congress
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Andy Biggs (R-AZ) Introduced Legislation To Defund Manhattan District
Attorney’s Office, Recoup Federal Funds. Less than a week before the Judiciary field
hearing in Manhattan, Rep. Biggs introduced legislation prohibiting state and local law
enforcement agencies from using certain federal funds or property seized through asset
forfeiture to investigate Presidential or Vice-Presidential candidates. [The Arizona Republic,

4[13(23|


https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2023/04/13/rep-andy-biggs-bill-would-block-new-york-prosecution-of-trump/70111770007/

